Artifacts in histopathology: An experimental study OP 26

Introduction

Histopathology is the art and science of tissue diagnosis on constant artifacts that are introduced by standard procedures of fixation,
processing and staining, for which we are trained to recognize. It is of prime importance to identify unwanted artifacts and correlate them to the
faulty laboratory step and avoid erroneous slide interpretation.
Objective

To correlate artifacts in hematoxylin and eosin stained tissue sections to various errors in fixation, processing and staining.
Methodology

It was a double blind study where, tongue specimens were collected from sacrificed pigs and various fixation, processing and staining

errors were performed. The slides were examined by two observers and the findings were correlated to the errors performed in the laboratory.
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Conclusion

Clinical context is very important as it aids in diagnosis and avoids erroneous interpretation due to such artifacts.
Recognition of unwanted artifacts not only aids in proper diagnosis but also acts as an alarm for faulty laboratory
procedures .




